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D.O.No. F.1-172021 (Secy)
Subject: UGC Guidelings on Examinations and Academic Calendar in view of the COVIN-19
Pandemic — July 2021 -

Respected M:udum/Sir,

z_—hic University (_rm_nts'(‘:?rnl?ﬂ;si}m (UGC) had issued *Guidelines on Cxaminations and Academic
alendar tor ‘h? Um.vens;ch in View of COVID-19 Pandemic and Subsequent Lockdown™ on Apnl 29,
2020. The said guidelines were later revisited as the number of COVID-19 cases increased and.
cubsequently, further / revised guidelities weie issued uii July 6. 2020 and Scptember 24. 2020.

UG{'.? co:lwslit_uled an Expe.n.(_‘ ommittee 1o revisit the Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar.
k*eepmg in view the prf-:va:hng situation due to the COVID-19 pandemic; the order ot the Honble Supreme
Court of India regarding the cancellation of School Board examinations for class/grade-XI1I: the earlier

order of thfr Hon'ble Supreme Court upholding the UGC"s guidelines of July 6, 2020 regarding terminal
semester/ final year examinations; and, the larger interest of students. A copy of the guidelines is enclosed. .

In the case of Higher Education Instilutions located at places where the appropriale government (Cemtral!
State) or competent authority has_imposed_restrictions on_public gatherings, the Higher Education
Institutions may plan accordingly. In any case, lhese recommendations shall not cause any restrictions on
ific guidelincs/directions issucd by the appropriate government/ competent authority.

cxaminations and commencement of the

Notwithstanding the present guidelines regarding the conduct of
next academic session, every Higher Education Institution shall ensure that it is prepared in all respects o
carry out the academic activities following necessary protocols/guidelines/directions/advisorics issued by
the Central/State Governments or competent authorities from time fo time. in view of the COVID-19

pandemic.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely.
CH

Encl.: As above
(Rajnish Jain)

To
1. The Vice Chancellors of all Universitics

2. The Principals of all Calleges

Lopy for kind information to: _
1. The Principal Sccretary/Scerctary (o the Governors of all states/Lt. Governors ol all Union Territorics
2. The Principal Secretary/Secretary. Departiment of Higher Lducalion, all Srate Governiment/ Union
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UGC Guidelines on Examinations and Academic Calendar
in view df the COVID-19 Pandemic - July, 2021

1. Introduction

Keeping in view the prevailing situation due to the COVID-19 Pandgmic; the o‘rdu.' of lfhc
Hon'blc Supreme Court of India regarding the cancellation of Schm)i. Board cxﬁan:nnau‘on?‘ or
class/grade-X1l: the eartier order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court upholding ih? phids gu?de .
of July 6, 2020 regarding terminal semester/ final year examinations: the carlicr Ufi(’ guidelines
on cx;:uni_nation and academic calendar dated April 29. 2020, July 6. 2020 and Sep tember 24,
~020: and, the larger interest of students, the following guidelines are being issued b_)' "h_c l{GC
in respect of examinations and the academic calendar for universities. colleges and mst_:lu.uonls
deemed ta be universities (who are collectively called “Higher Education Institutions™ in these

guidelines) in continuation of the earlier guidclines.

I. Examinations

The provisions as contained in the guidelines issued earlier as mentioned above shall apply for
the current academic session 2020-21. Further, the Tenminal Semestet/ Final Year .xaminations
(2020-2021) be compulsorily conducted in offline (pen & paper)/ online/ blended (online +
c:ﬁ‘]ine) mode by no later than August 31, 202] following the prescribed protacols/ guidelines
related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Foi iulennedlate semester/year students, assessment shall be based on internal evaluation and
previous semester as suggested in 2020 guidelines. | G e B fgming B g e s

1. Academic Calendar

The provisions contained in the UGC Guidelines dated 24.09.2020 shal] be applicable for the
academic session 2021-2022. For students of the intermediate semester/year, the Higher

(Civil) No. 522 of 2021 (Mamta Sharma v
ersus
Others) has noted as follows: —— Board of Se(:(}ndary Education &



..Attorney General for India hy

Instructions to ensure that the adm~p ointing out that U.G.C. will he issuing necessary
i I

commence only after the decla ssion process by the

State Boards. "

colleges and institutions should

ration of resulls by the C.B.S.E. and 1LC.5.E., including the

Accordingly, Hi . L

- dergrac%uzte c:)g::;jd::aﬂﬁn Institutions shall ensure that the admission process for

sfierthie deslaration ofl:e g;‘ammes for the academic session 2021-2022 commences only

s Bolioal Boseds o sults by the F)BSE, ICSE and State Boards, It is expected that all
oards will declare their results for the class/grade-XII examinations by

July 31, 2021.

Admissi ;
........._.S.f.?.r_l.s to the first year courses/programmes for the session 2021-2022 shall be

com

o p_le‘tcd by no later than September 30, 2021. The last date for admissions to fill up the
f ﬁfml.ng vacal:n‘ seats shall he October 31, 2021, The relevant documents of the

qualifying examination can he accepted up to December 31, 2021,

3. The academic session 2021-2022 shall commence latest by October 1, 2021 for first

semester/year students.

4. Accordingly, Higher Education Institutlons ghall fullow the dalendar given helow for the

academic session 2021-2022: '_

Admission Process for Undergraduate [ .evel Programmes
(in view of point no. 1 of Academic Calendar)

To Commence only after the |
declaration of results by the
CBSE. and 1L.CS.E, including
the State Boards. It is expected |
that Schoo! Boards will declare
the results of the class/grade-Xll
examinations by 31.07.2021. !

Completion of Admission Process for Undergraduate and

30.09.2021

Postgraduate Programmes 1 online/offline/blended mode

1

Commencement of Classes for intermediate semester/year

students in onlinefofﬂine/blendcd mode

As early as possible

Commencement of Classes of Undergraduate and
Postgraduate students’ Fresh batch (First Semester/Year)

*Latest by 01.10.2021

| Preparatory Break
| Conduct of Examinations

{ Semester Break

| Commencement of Classes for Even Semester

| Preparatory Break

\ Conduct of Examinations
\ Semester Break begins

*¥To be planned by the Higher
Education Institutions

| Semester Break ends

| Commencement of Next Academic Session for this batch

31.07.2022
01.08.2022
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*If there is a delay in declaration of result of the qualifying examinations, Higher
Education Institutions may plan and start the academic session by October 18, 2021, The
teaching-learning process may continue in offline/ online/ blended mode.

**Higher Education Institutions may plan [or classes, breaks, conduct of examinaiions,
semester break etc. during the period October 1, 2021 to July 31, 2022 following
necessary  protocols/guidelines/directions/advisorics  issued by the  Central/State
Govemments and competent antharities fram time ta time, in view of the COVIN-19
pandemic.

S, In view of the financial hardships being faced by parents due to lockdowns and related
factors, a full refund of fees should be made on account of all cancellations of
admissions/ migrations of students up to October 31, 2021 for the academic session 2021-
2022 as a special case. It is made clear that the entire fee, including all charges, should be
refunded (i.e. there should be zero cancellation charges) on account of cancellations/
migrations up to October 31, 2021. Thercafier, on cancellation/ withdrawal of admissions
up to December 31, 2021, the entire fee collected from a student should be refunded in
full after deducting not more than Rs.1000/- as processing lce.

6. The guidelines issued by the UGC on April 29, 2020 and July 6, 2020 highlighting the
modes of teaching, conduct of examinations, importance of physical & social distancing
etc. should be read along with the present guidelines and shall remain mandatory, but the
present guidelines shall prevail in the event of any conflict.

7. The present guidelines are subject to the advisories/directives issued by the apex statutory
~ bodies/councils concerned, e.g., AICTE, NCTE, BCI, NMC, DCI, INC, PCI, AYUSH
etc. regarding examinations and academic calendars.

Notwithstanding the present guidelines regarding the conduct of examinations and
commencement of the next academic session, every Higher Education Institution shall ensurc:
that it is prepared in all respects to carry out the academic activities following necessary
protocols/guidelines/directions/advisories issued by the Central/State Governments or competent
authorities from time to time, in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.






